Gerrymandering Activity

1) Give each student a bag of 30 M&Ms. Yellow/Red, Blue/Green - as long as they have 15 of each.   (Skittles work, too….)
2) Give students a blank map of Illinois and have them randomly spread the M&Ms around the map.  

3) Students should designate one color as Republican and one as Democrat. 

4) Have students draw 6 equal sized districts (5 votes each) giving the Majority of the Districts to the Republicans.

5) Have students draw 6 equal sized districts (5 votes each) giving the Majority of the Districts to the Democrats.

For Students 

1) After completing the first attempt, with Republicans in the Majority, ask students to describe their strategy. Did they use packing or “cracking”/dilution to set up their districts?

2) What did they learn about the power that the people given the authority to draw the map have?

3) If we were to change the method, what do students believe would fix the situation?


